When we talk about Salvation, the issue is a personal relationship with God.  But first, we need to establish some groundwork:

From the Bible we learn these facts:
MAN”S GUILT (the problem):

(1) God created humanity and nature for a wonderful purpose, but a stupid act of rebellion and self-centeredness by the first man and woman caused our race to lose our original relationship with Him and fall into a state of sin. (Gen ch 3)

(2) The penalty for sin, the violation of Gods moral law is endless death and eternal separation from God.  Whether we consider our own violations large or small, the sentence must be the same.

Rom 6:23a  “For the wages of sin is death…” 

(3) On our own we can do nothing to cancel or escape this sentence. We deserve to be judged, because we too are sinners.

Rom 3:23  “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…”

Question – “How well did you do at the Test of loving God with all your heart from Why the Cross?”

THE CROSS (God’s solution):

(4) But God has never stopped loving rebellious man nor seeking to pardon us. At great cost to Himself, God found a way to provide a way back to His heart and our true home. 

(5) In Jesus Christ God became a man and lived among us. He put on display God's love, wisdom, power and compassion. 

(6) In Jesus’ death, He gave Himself as the ultimate sacrifice for our sin and made our forgiveness and pardon possible. The God-Man on the cross has taken your place! 

I Jn 4:10  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

(7) After three days in the tomb Jesus rose from the dead by the power of His Father. Because of what Jesus did, anyone who believes Jesus Christ is God's Son, and trusts in His complete work on the cross for pardon and cleansing will be forgiven of sin and be restored to friendship with God. By His Holy Spirit, God Himself will enter your life and break the enslaving power of sin once and for all. 

(8) You will not only be given the gift of His eternal life to live forever with him, but life here and now will be forever different. 

2 Cor 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

(9) This experience is called the "New Birth." God tells us in the Bible that the only way a person can become a true Christian is to be "born again." 

John 3:3  …Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again."

MAN’S RESPONSE (What do we do?):

(a) Repentance: "I confess that I am a sinner and I cannot save myself from sin." 

Acts 3:19  “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord”

-True repentance means turning completely from your selfishness, with the determination to sin no more. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you see, hate and forsake your sin. 

-True repentance means giving up all rights to your life; you must put yourself into God's loving hands for whatever He wants of your life. 

-True repentance also means the willingness as far as humanly possible to make right all known wrong. Whatever the Holy Spirit speaks to you about, whether it is forgiveness of those who have hurt you, confession of wrong to another, restoring or repaying someone, the Lord Jesus will give you the courage and words to make it right. 

(b) Faith: "I believe that God is real, and that Jesus Christ is His son. I freely confess He died on the cross for the penalty I deserve. I believe that I can receive both His forgiveness and a new life through the power of His Spirit living within me." 

Rom 10:9   That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Eph 2:8-9   For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—9  not by works, so that no one can boast.

This act of faith is neither an idea nor a feeling but an intelligent and deliberate act of the will. Give Him your doubts, your weakness and your loneliness. Your heart will never have peace until you trust, surrender, and believe from your heart! 

Why wait any longer? Jesus Christ is knocking at the door of your heart, waiting to come in. You can pray a simple, life-changing prayer right now. 

In your own words confess to Him that you are a sinner and you hate your sin. Ask him to forgive you and cleanse your soul from all that is not right. 

Surrender your life wholly to His mercy and power, and ask Him to take over the total control of your life, now and forever. 

Thank Him for His forgiveness and ask Him to show you how to live for Him. 
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