A Leader's Prayer Life 

“God has no favorites, but He does have intimates.” ~ Alice Smith, Beyond the Veil
I.                     If we don’t understand the “why,” there’s a good reason we won’t do the what.
II.                   (Acts 6:4) When we adhere to Book of Acts focus, we will have Book of Acts results. 
A.     “The Book  of Acts sets forth no direct doctrine or theology of prayer. Nevertheless, by an unceasing flow of examples, it does teach about the subject.” ~ Robert Brandt & Zenas Bicket,  The Spirit Helps Us Pray.
      The outcome of the Acts 2 prayer meeting has forever affected the world.
B.     Lessons from Acts:
a.     Prayer is the major key to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
b.     Extended prayer may be necessary to produce a Body in one accord.
c.      Prayer is the prelude to mighty manifestations of God’s power.
III.                  Abiding in the Vine Principle (John 15: 4-8)
A.     God is the vine—the source for all Kingdom outcomes and God-impact.
B.     “…for without Me, you can do nothing.” (verse 5)
a.     No intimate connection, no resources for fruit bearing
b.     In essence, God says “If you will reach  to Me, I will release My activity in you.”
c.      Abide, remain is the word of greatest consequence (verse 7). It means to stay in a given place, state or relationship. It speaks of an intimacy between the believer and Christ in partnership.
IV.               Prayer is the channel through which all goodness flows from God to man.
A.     “God does nothing on earth save in answer to believing prayer.” ~ John Wesley.
B.     God said “ask”—Matthew 7: 7-11
      Why does God require us to ask Him for what He wants to do?
V.                 The Church has stepped into the river of God’s Spirit and now it’s time to get heaven opened. (Luke 3:21-23)
      Prayer is the key!
VI.               Reasons why every Christian prayer life should increase:
A.     Prayer unleashes the power and blessing of God. (2 Chron. 6-7)
B.     Prayer moves the hand of God to work in the affairs of men. (James 5:17, Acts 12:5)
C.    Prayer enables us to receive wisdom and the mind of God. (James 1:5, Luke 6: 12-13)
D.    Prayer ties us into the heavenly flow that produces impacting fruit; it uses the keys of spiritual authority. (John 15)
E.     Prayer keeps us spiritually fit and alert. (I Peter 4:7, Jude 20)
F.     Prayer expresses our dependence upon God. (Zech 4:6)
G.    Prayer teaches us to know Christ intimately. (Php 3:10, Col 1:9)
VII.              Prayer is both a relationship to be experienced with God and a work to be done for God.
A.     A relationship to be experienced.
a.     It is connecting & communicating with God.
b.     It is an expression of friendship with God. (John 15:15)
c.      It is a right of relationship with God as His son or daughter. (Romans 8:14)
B.     A work to be performed for God. (Romans 15:30, Col 4:12)
a.     Lazy people don’t pray. (Prv 6:6-11, Matt 26:40-41)
b.     Words connected with prayer in scripture include:
Struggle ~ Wrestle ~ Watch ~ Fervent ~ Loud
C.    To work out His will & purpose for creation. (Jer 33:3)
D.    To glorify God. (John 14: 13-14)
E.     To receive from God. (James 4:2)
VIII.            Know your rhythm in prayer.
      We must recognize the leading role of the Holy Spirit in our prayer times.
IX.               Personal prayer requires a private place.
A.     Jesus prescribed a “secret place.”
B.     Jesus sought a “secret place.” (Matt 14:23)
C.    Jesus had a “traveling ministry,” but he still found a “secret place” for prayer. (Luke 5:16)
D.    You can’t experience intimacy with God without a quiet time.
X.                 Maintaining the glow. (Ex 34:33-35)
A.     The story of Moses with the veil on his face teaches us an important truth.
B.     Close & continual fellowship with God will, in due time, leave its mark and manifest itself to those around us.
C.    The beholding principle. (2 Cor 3: 18)
     The story of Peter and John. (Acts 4: 13)
D.    Don’t lose heart. (Luke 18:1)
     “egkakeo”—Grk—to become discouraged, tired, to give up, speaks of mental & spiritual weariness.
“Prayer is an index of the spiritual life, and its power depends on my relationship to God and the awareness of my being His representative.” ~ Andrew Murray
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