Readings on Authority and Submission
Examples in Scripture

David and King Saul

 “Because David maintained the authority of God, God acknowledged him as a man after His own heart”

4 The men said, "This is the day the LORD spoke of when he said [1] to you, 'I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.' " Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul's robe. 
5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. 6 He said to his men, "The LORD forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the LORD's anointed, or lift my hand against him; for he is the anointed of the LORD ."









(I Samuel 24: 4-6)

David Again Spares Saul's Life 

1 The Ziphites went to Saul at Gibeah and said, "Is not David hiding on the hill of Hakilah, which faces Jeshimon?" 
2 So Saul went down to the Desert of Ziph, with his three thousand chosen men of Israel, to search there for David. 3 Saul made his camp beside the road on the hill of Hakilah facing Jeshimon, but David stayed in the desert. When he saw that Saul had followed him there, 4 he sent out scouts and learned that Saul had definitely arrived. [1] 
5 Then David set out and went to the place where Saul had camped. He saw where Saul and Abner son of Ner, the commander of the army, had lain down. Saul was lying inside the camp, with the army encamped around him. 
6 David then asked Ahimelech the Hittite and Abishai son of Zeruiah, Joab's brother, "Who will go down into the camp with me to Saul?" 
"I'll go with you," said Abishai. 
7 So David and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was Saul, lying asleep inside the camp with his spear stuck in the ground near his head. Abner and the soldiers were lying around him. 
8 Abishai said to David, "Today God has delivered your enemy into your hands. Now let me pin him to the ground with one thrust of my spear; I won't strike him twice." 
9 But David said to Abishai, "Don't destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the LORD's anointed and be guiltless? 10 As surely as the LORD lives," he said, "the LORD himself will strike him; either his time will come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish. 11 But the LORD forbid that I should lay a hand on the LORD's anointed.









(I Samuel 26:1-11)

David Hears of Saul's Death 

1 After the death of Saul, David returned from defeating the Amalekites and stayed in Ziklag two days. 2 On the third day a man arrived from Saul's camp, with his clothes torn and with dust on his head. When he came to David, he fell to the ground to pay him honor. 
3 "Where have you come from?" David asked him. 
He answered, "I have escaped from the Israelite camp." 
4 "What happened?" David asked. "Tell me." 
He said, "The men fled from the battle. Many of them fell and died. And Saul and his son Jonathan are dead." 
5 Then David said to the young man who brought him the report, "How do you know that Saul and his son Jonathan are dead?" 
6 "I happened to be on Mount Gilboa," the young man said, "and there was Saul, leaning on his spear, with the chariots and riders almost upon him. 7 When he turned around and saw me, he called out to me, and I said, 'What can I do?' 
8 "He asked me, 'Who are you?' 
" 'An Amalekite,' I answered. 
9 "Then he said to me, 'Stand over me and kill me! I am in the throes of death, but I'm still alive.' 
10 "So I stood over him and killed him, because I knew that after he had fallen he could not survive. And I took the crown that was on his head and the band on his arm and have brought them here to my lord." 
11 Then David and all the men with him took hold of their clothes and tore them. 12 They mourned and wept and fasted till evening for Saul and his son Jonathan, and for the army of the LORD and the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword. 
13 David said to the young man who brought him the report, "Where are you from?" 
"I am the son of an alien, an Amalekite," he answered. 
14 David asked him, "Why were you not afraid to lift your hand to destroy the LORD's anointed?" 
15 Then David called one of his men and said, "Go, strike him down!" So he struck him down, and he died. 16 For David had said to him, "Your blood be on your own head. Your own mouth testified against you when you said, 'I killed the LORD's anointed.' "









(II Samuel 1:1-15)

Submission of Jesus to God’s Authority
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
    6Who, being in very nature[1] God, 
       did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
    7but made himself nothing, 
       taking the very nature[2] of a servant, 
       being made in human likeness. 
    8And being found in appearance as a man, 
       he humbled himself 
       and became obedient to death-- 
          even death on a cross! 
    9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
       and gave him the name that is above every name, 
    10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
       in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
    11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
       to the glory of God the Father. 

(Philippians 2: 5-11)
7During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.

(Hebrews 5: 7-9)

Satan’s Rebellion

12 How you have fallen from heaven, 
O morning star, son of the dawn! 
You have been cast down to the earth, 
you who once laid low the nations! 
13 You said in your heart, 
"I will ascend to heaven; 
I will raise my throne 
above the stars of God; 
I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, 
on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. [3] 
14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; 
I will make myself like the Most High." 
15 But you are brought down to the grave, 
to the depths of the pit. 
(Isaiah 14:12-15)
13 You were in Eden, 
the garden of God; 
every precious stone adorned you: 
ruby, topaz and emerald, 
chrysolite, onyx and jasper, 
sapphire, [2] turquoise and beryl. [3] 
Your settings and mountings [4] were made of gold; 
on the day you were created they were prepared. 
14 You were anointed as a guardian cherub, 
for so I ordained you. 
You were on the holy mount of God; 
you walked among the fiery stones. 
15 You were blameless in your ways 
from the day you were created 
till wickedness was found in you. 
16 Through your widespread trade 
you were filled with violence, 
and you sinned. 
So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, 
and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, 
from among the fiery stones. 
17 Your heart became proud 
on account of your beauty, 
and you corrupted your wisdom 
because of your splendor. 
So I threw you to the earth; 
I made a spectacle of you before kings.




(Ezekiel 28:13-17)

