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 Chances are that more than once you have felt at least a little lonely at college. If your college has an enrollment of 500, you may not feel quite so lost: theoretically at least, you have some chance of getting to know a sizable proportion of the student body. But if the student body numbers 17,000, your sense of loneliness may defy description. One student came to a professor at a state university and observed, "I think I've got things figured out now. There are 17,000 students in this place. I'm one of them. That makes me add up to just exactly 1/17,000 of the whole–which is about as insignificant as I feel."

Hence the question which we all face: Why am I here?

Let's set a frame of reference by asking some broad questions and establishing broad answers. Why am I alive? For what reasons did God make me, and why has He kept me alive?

A first reason is that the Lord desires objects for His love. Theoretically, he could have directed His love into a vacuum, but this brings little in the way of satisfaction. He could have directed all His love toward angels, but He chose to have humans as part of the object on whom He could fasten His affections. Deuteronomy 7:7-8 and Jeremiah 31:3 speak of this reason. I may not be very lovely, but I am a person to whom God can direct His personal love.

Secondly, He desires fellowship with persons who can choose to love Him. Here we are dealing with His being the receiving agent of something we produce. The Bible illustrates this by saying that the Lord is comparable to a father who yearns to receive affection from his children or a husband who craves the attention of a wife (e.g. Isaiah 54:5 and 62:5). This is a revolutionary idea and can add a new dimension to my reason for existence when I realize that the Lord desires to receive love from persons such as I. This lifts me above the category of being merely a cog in "God's big machine." I am a person whom He loves and whose love He in turn desires.

Thirdly, we are of value as objects of His craftsmanship. The Bible uses two types of illustrations at this point. One is of inanimate material. Jeremiah 18:6 calls God a potter and us the clay. Raw material has worth in every type of manufacturing. Ezekiel 22:17-22 uses the analogy of metallic ore. The finished product on which He is working is character: attributes which conform with those of Jesus Christ. "Conformable to the image of His own Son." Romans 8:29. He is accomplishing the progress gradually in this raw material whether it be clay or metal (or some other) by up-grading its worth. "We . . . are being changed into His likeness from one degree to another." II Corinthians 3:18. Isaiah 62:3 uses the examples of jewels, diadems, and crowns to epitomize the beauty which can exist in us for the purpose of bringing pleasure and satisfaction to the Lord. But, clay, metal, jewels and diadems are inert. The Bible also uses illustrations of living things in which God is working. Isaiah 5:1-7 says that we are like a vineyard where God has prepared the soil, planted the vines and desires a good product. When He plants His spirit within us we become part of that vineyard. As the years go by may we in our daily living produce the quantity and quality of fruit (such as praise, beauty and music) which He will enjoy. Hebrews 13:5 mentions the fruit of praise. Ephesians 5:19 mentions music we can generate for His pleasure.

Fourthly, we can be instruments in His hand as He goes about the task of accomplishing His objectives. This too gives purpose to our lives. To be effective, an instrument must be usable, and this calls for choice: an act of the will on our part. Romans 6:13: "Do not yield your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but yield yourselves to God as ones who have been brought from death to life." We are not mechanical tools; rather, we are persons with a choice as to whether or not we will be usable in His hands.

Again, we are in existence to do some work for Him. This brings us face to face with the responsibility for being active agents. The Scriptures get this point across with analogies between us and ambassadors, fishermen, farmers and teachers.

Finally, we serve as dwelling-places for Him in society. II Corinthians 6:19-20: "Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body."

These then are six reasons (doubtless there are more) why I am alive, six valid purposes to life. In a word, we are of worth to the Lord. "You are precious in my eyes." Isaiah 43:4. And as I fulfill these purposes I will not only bring satisfaction to the Lord, I will also contribute more to society in general and to others as individuals. I'll be a better citizen, neighbor, student, child, sibling. And personally I'll experience more fulfillment and sense of achievement.

 

Why Am I At This School?

 Now let's apply the above to college this year. Why am I a student at this particular school this particular year?

There are many possible answers. To conform to social pressure. To do what is expected, to satisfy my parents. To prepare for a vocation. To find a life partner. To sharpen the intellect. To acquire a broad general education. To make friends. To advance a political cause. To stall off having to go to work and thus postpone the day when I will have to commence a vocation. To find security in the safe environment of college routine.

Different students will give different answers to why they're at a specific college. Some decided what they wanted to get out of college; they investigated different schools, procured information on tuition and other expenditures, and then chose the school which appeared to be the most satisfactory. Others simply matriculated at the nearest school which would enroll them.

Does that describe my pattern of answer?

No, at least it is not the whole answer. Not if I am a Christian.

If I have been walking closely with the Lord Jesus Christ, if I have been giving top priority to "Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness," if I have been praying sincerely, "Thy will be done," then I am at this specific college not primarily because I chose to enroll here but because God chose for me to do so. That is, He placed within my heart the desire to attend this school, and as I yielded my will to Him, the Holy Spirit inclined my thinking toward His choice.

God is sovereign. This means that He is at work in the affairs of people–in my affairs. He has a plan for my life, and that plan includes the college for me to attend. "He does according to His will . . . among the inhabitants of the earth: And none can stay His hand." If I am a child of this wondrous God, then I am at this specific school because He willed for me to be here.

There appear to be several reasons why the Lord assigns a student to a specific school.

First of all, I am at this school because the Lord desires to receive a product to which He is entitled. He desires a fair return on His investment in this world. Recall Isaiah 5:1-7 and the analogy with the vineyard: God the vineyard planter is entitled to an abundant harvest of high quality fruit from the college component of His world. At the present time He is receiving very little. There are two types of produce which He should be receiving: characters which are righteous and deeds which are good. These are produced in the lives of human beings; God desires that all components of His great creation shall praise His name, and such praise is generated best in the minds and hearts of godly people.

We are tempted to examine our situations primarily from the perspective of "What do I get out of it?" The Bible teaches that we would do well to ask, "What does God get out of it?" Numbers 28:1-8 describes the purpose of the continual offering of praise to God. Applying these two passages to the question of the moment suggests that one reason I am in college is to produce good works to bring Him pleasure. Ephesians 2:10 supports this theme.

What are some of the qualities of character and of deeds which, if lived out on a college campus, will delight Him? Honesty, integrity, truth, attention to His Word, diligent study, concern for the welfare of other people and application of Luke 10:37 to those who are suffering. This is all part of loving Him with heart, soul, mind, and strength and of loving other people as I love myself.

God is entitled to the receipt of such produce from every part of His creation–including the college world. One reason He has placed me at this school is to be at least one branch which can bear fruit in the college portion of His great vineyard.

Secondly, college is a good milieu in which God can work on me, as an artisan with crude material, to chisel and mold a personality that will be conformed to the image of His Son. Romans 8:29.

As the Lord goes about this business of making me like Jesus Christ, He will send a variety of experiences my way and expose me to diverse situations. There will be discouraging situations to strengthen my faithfulness, irritating situations to develop my patience, sorrows to help me lean on Him for comfort, defeats to smash my pride, joys to remind me that all good things are from His hand.

But whatever comes my way this year, may I remember that everything fits into His purpose for my life. All things work together and are fitting into a plan for good to those who love God and are called according to His purpose. Romans 8:28. Molding this raw material into the product of God's design takes time. His Holy Spirit does such work gradually (II Corinthians 3:18) and college years can be part of that process.

Thirdly, God's plan calls for me to be on this specific campus this specific year to minister to other people who can be encouraged by my fellowship, supported by my prayers, comforted by my sympathy, strengthened by my association and taught by my example.

Fourthly, God may use me as a witness to non-believers, those who have not yet received Christ Jesus. This college is a mission field (if we define a mission field as an area containing people outside the body of Christ). From this school will go some of the future social, cultural, political and economic leaders of our country–and possibly of foreign countries. The college population of the U.S. and Canada now numbers several million and includes thousands who are searching for purpose in life. We Christians are convinced that they are hungry for the Bread of Life–for God Himself as revealed in Jesus Christ. This group consists of both students and faculty. More professors than one might suppose are spiritually hungry.

Hence the question: How to reach college personnel for Christ. The fact is that most churches have a hard time getting through to them. Conversely, they won't in general go to church where Christ is proclaimed as Savior and Lord. But they might be reached by Christian colleagues. The Lord may be calling me to serve on campus for a few years as a student missionary.

Here's a suggestion: Early in the semester, write on your prayer list the name of at least one student (maybe a roommate or classmate) who has no testimony for Jesus Christ. Why not add the name of at least one professor? You may have Christian professors. Pray that they will grow in the Lord and be productive disciples. Pray for your profs who don't know Christ. Have you ever stopped to think that, profound as their knowledge may be of their special field of investigation, if they aren't personally related to Jesus Christ they are in spiritual darkness? Jesus said that we are the "light of the world," Matthew 5:14, therefore we are transmitters of His own spirit to a world in darkness. The college world, for all its intellectual brilliance, is a dark world spiritually to the degree that it fails to follow Jesus Christ who said, "He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." John 8:12.

Fifthly, I'm at this school this year to serve as one of the dwelling places for God's Spirit at this institution. The authorities may pass legislation barring Bible study, but they cannot ban the Holy Spirit. May I be one of His residential points.

 

Three Alternate Routes

 As students makes their way through college there are three alternative routes of spiritual development. One is a tragic road. Many a youth has graduated from high school with a testimony for Christ, gone to college, given up his faith, quit attending church and severed connections with Christian friends. Regrettably, this also can happen to Christian students with undergraduate degrees from Christian colleges who enroll as graduate students at a university.

A second road is "defensive." Here the Christian succeeds in "holding on," strong enough to resist both overt and subtle attacks. And at the end of college days he still claims Christ as Savior and has a testimony. Sometimes the testimony is weak. Sometimes it is vigorous–in a church where he is surrounded by people who already agree with him; but on campus his testimony is a light hidden under a bushel. Sometimes the church esteems him highly on the basis of faithful attendance, Sunday school or youth group participation, membership in the choir, etc. All of these are good; but a student can do all these and yet make little impact at school for Christ.

The third road is that of growth and outreach. Students in this camp not only maintain their faith but also deepen their roots in Christ. They have a campus witness. They not only attend church but also carry a prayer burden for the salvation of fellow students and a professor or two. They pray with other students for God's Holy Spirit to move on campus, they take time to study God's Word with other students and to cultivate friendships with non-Christians in hope of introducing them to Christ.

There is an analogy here with the sojourn of a Christian mineral prospector in a foreign land. One type spends a few years successfully finding minerals and simultaneously influencing the indigenous people for Christ. The second type goes abroad prospecting for minerals, finds it, keeps the foreign religions from contaminating his faith, but comes home without making any impact for Christ on the foreign culture. He got what he wanted for himself, but he was no missionary. The other type has been swept downward; some grew up in evangelical homes and then went to college where they abandoned belief in the authority of the Scriptures, the deity of Christ, and other foundation stones of Christianity. Some transferred to a church where they could be comfortable in repudiating the historic Christian faith. Others abandoned church entirely. They found ore in the foreign land but they lost themselves.

Why am I alive? Why am I in college? Why am I at this particular school? To produce character and deeds to which God is entitled, to be raw material upon and in which he can do some work to encourage other Christians, to introduce some non-Christians to the Lord Jesus, and to house the Holy Spirit. Which route will I follow? Upward, horizontal or downward?

(P.S. When you leave college you will discover that the answers given above will apply with slight modification to the question, "Why am I in this particular vocation in this specific city in this very year?")

